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EPS Kids in Transition 
Amy Perusse, KIT Coordinator
Abby Mayers,  Family and Community Engagement 
Coordinator



EVERETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS   |   Fall 2023 2



Some highlights…
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McKinney-Vento and 

Foster Education Support

McKinney-

Vento 
Homeless

Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth 

(UHY)

Foster

• M-V without a 
parent/guardian

• Substitute care away from 
home/parent

• Child welfare agency has 
placement, care, & authority

• Shelter

• Doubled-up

• Motel/Hotel

• Unsheltered
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A more inclusive definition 
of “homeless” 

Children & Youth who lack a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence

“Doubled-up” means sharing the 

housing of others due to loss of housing, 

economic hardship, or similar reason.

“Adequate” means the space where the 

child is sleeping meets the physical and 

psychological safety needs of the child.

McKinney-Vento Eligibility





Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth (UHY)



Let’s Review…Housing 
Questionnaire

Helpful tips:
• Please check for siblings!
• If the family marks doubled-up, please try to 

provide as much information about the 
situation so we can make the best 
determination of eligibility.

• Scanning/e-mailing is preferred, use the 
KIToffice@everettsd.org email.

• You do not need a parent signature (though it 
is preferred).

https://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-92066/HousingQuestionnaireENGLISH.pdf
https://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-92066/HousingQuestionnaireENGLISH.pdf
mailto:KIToffice@everettsd.org
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Changes to the Shelter Care proceedings (where dependency is/is not established)

• Should result in fewer removals from home
• Increased Kinship placements (vs. Foster homes)
• Reduction of racial disparities

Must show just cause of imminent physical harm to be removed.  Not counting inadequate housing, poverty, 
prenatal drug exposure, mental illness/disability or non-conforming social behavior.  Courts will consider what 
preventative services can be put in place to eliminate removal.



*Child Welfare Agency has PLACEMENT, CARE, & AUTHORITY

May also include: Tribal Foster Care & Federal Foster Care

Foster Care Eligibility



Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)



Foster Care Liaison Duties 



Foster Care Facts
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Your role: Building Point Person
• Run your KIT report at least 1x/month and distribute to 

approved and trained staff.

• Check in with KIT students/families frequently

• Update KIT office with any address changes, 
transportation needs

• Make referrals as needed to the FRC (after utilizing 
school and community)

• Make sure that posters and pamphlets are in places 
where students and parents can see, connect with your 
office for getting information in newsletters or other 
publications.

• Connect with office staff  to reinforce best practices.



Train your building staff to:

• Be attentive to the stigma of living in unstable 
housing, and avoid using the word 
“homeless”

• Talk with the family/student privately

• Be conversational so that families do not feel 
interrogated

• Request permission to ask questions

• Share your commitment to problem-solving 
and sharing resources with the family

• Avoid unnecessary questions that may cause 
embarrassment

• Explain the reasons for your questions

• Show respect by conveying that you see the 
parents as the experts on their family

• Apply active listening skills that demonstrate 
compassion and respect

• Refer to your KIT Building Point Person



Practice 
running your 
KIT
report
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Family Resource Center
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Most situations are supported on campus at the student’s school, but sometimes 

there is a greater level of coordination needed. That is when the Building Point 

Person might refer a family to the Family Resource Center (or FRC).

At the FRC appointment parents and caregivers meet a knowledgeable guide, 

helping connect to support and services within EPS and our local community.  

The FRC is also used as a hub, receiving and storing limited donations to be 

dispersed by school support staff as needed. 

Family Resource Center
Strategic Initiative:  Strengthen student wellness, engagement, and safety. 
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Who to refer:

• Families who are already identified as KIT eligible and who need more help 

navigating resources than what you can help with.

• Families who are losing housing and may need connected to prevention services.

How to refer: KIT/Foster building point person will assess the needs of the family and 

determine if they can provide support for the family’s needs.  If the family situation is 

eligible for McKinney-Vento or at risk of losing housing AND exceeds the support the 

school can provide, the building point person will complete a Family Resource 

Center Referral

Family Resource Center
Strategic Initiative:  Strengthen student wellness, engagement, and safety. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8I4VpoVPDUulmZJQl_d7PanmtKHxwylFjHSPS292w09UMUxHQU5aQVg0MDlLWDZNVzA4TjkxWDI3Mi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8I4VpoVPDUulmZJQl_d7PanmtKHxwylFjHSPS292w09UMUxHQU5aQVg0MDlLWDZNVzA4TjkxWDI3Mi4u
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Practice Time! 



Christine is 10 years old and in 5th grade. 

She stays with grandma and grandpa and 

sometimes her mom stays there too but 

Christine says they haven't seen her for a 

long time.

Christine’s teacher is concerned with attendance 

and behaviors in class. Lately, Christine has been 

increasingly aggressive at school and cries a lot.

The grandparents shared they are also caring for 

a 4 year old and 8 month old sibling and are 

“strapped for cash” and do not receive any state 

support. They don't want CPS involved. They are 

scared that if they apply for benefits, mom will 

return and take the kids.  They rent their home 

and missed a payment this last 

month.  They don’t know what to do.



A family living at the local shelter 

tells you they have only 2 weeks left 

and have nowhere to go.  The 

youngest child is 4 and not in 

school.  The older child is 12 and on 

an IEP.  Mom has been trying to get 

a job but does not have childcare or 

a car.

Mom has also been working to get a 

parenting plan in place but says she 

can’t afford legal costs right now.

Mom’s goal is to stay in Everett as 

she attended the local schools there 

and wants her kids to remain there.



Scenario #4

A mother of two students (one middle and one 
elementary) tells you that they lost their home 
as they fled an unsafe situation. 

They are now living out of their car and have 
some stuff in a storage unit. 

They are on waitlists for emergency shelter.  

The kids are becoming smelly and mom does not have access to showers or laundry.

Poor behaviors escalate at school, and they are getting suspended.

When they can’t go to school, they have nowhere to go, and temperatures are expected to drop 
below freezing this week.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doomsteaddiner.net%2Fblog%2F2012%2F09%2F08%2Fthe-great-race-at-the-finish-line%2F&ei=jn-VVanHMMHWoAS69ZSYCg&bvm=bv.96952980,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNFv90lLjqxUPTo2Gt18Gj6YsmiEIg&ust=1435947033253918
http://www.tcpalm.com/news/anthony-westbury-homeless-veteran-living-in-his
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Where to turn for more 
information
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More information

Visit and direct families to the KIT 
website at www.everettsd.org/KIT 

Pro tip:
You can log in as staff to unlock 
the goodies in the staff toolkit!

http://www.everettsd.org/KIT
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More information

KIT website: www.everettsd.org/KIT 

Log in as staff to unlock 
the goodies in the staff toolkit!

http://www.everettsd.org/KIT
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Need more guidance?
• Contact your Building Point Person

• Visit the KIT Website at www.everettsd.org/KIT sign in as staff to access the 
staff toolkit.

• Contact the district KIT Office Staff 425-385-4032 or KIToffice@everettsd.org.

See Office Staff Quick Guide and KIT FLOWCHARTS for quick information when enrolling 
new students, identifying possible eligible situations and as a guide for frequently asked 
questions, like:

How can I create a welcoming environment for highly-mobile students and families? Can I enroll a student 
without proof of address?

Can I enroll a student without immunizations being up to date?

Which absences for KIT students can be excused?

What about transportation?

https://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-108948/KIT%20Building%20Designees.2020.21.pdf
http://www.everettsd.org/KIT
mailto:KIToffice@everettsd.org
https://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-125279/Office%20Staff%20KIT%20guide.pdf
https://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-126448/KIT%20Enrollment%20Reference%20Flowcharts.pdf
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More information

Check out the KIT Staff toolkit www.everettsd.org/KIT 
login as staff and unlock the goodies in the staff toolkit!

OSPI resources and trainings:
McKinney-Vento

 Foster Care

Schoolhouse Connection  is a national non-profit organization working to overcome 
homelessness through education. We provide strategic advocacy and practical 
assistance in partnership with early childhood programs, schools, institutions of 
higher education, service providers, families, and youth.

http://www.everettsd.org/KIT
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/homeless-education
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
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Building Point People are appointed for each building and are trained to assist with KIT 
situations on site. BPPs coordinate identification and supports through the KIT Team.

Chris Fulford- Director Categorical Programs x4030

KIT Office:
Amy Perusse, KIT Coordinator District Office x4235
Abby Mayers, Family and Community Engagement Coordinator District Office x4138
Diane Indivero, KIT Office Assistant x4086

Family Resource Center- by referral only
Lyn Lauzon, Family Resource Coordinator Llauzon@everettsd.org 

Support Staff:
Mike Keiss EHS/SHS Success Coordinator 

EPS KIT Team

mailto:Llauzon@everettsd.org
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Final Thoughts or Questions?
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